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VOCATION DISCERNMENT QUESTIONS

Name: ________________________________________
Age: ____	Birthdate: ____________ Gender: ________

GUIDE QUESTIONS:[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Adapted from Seminary Handbook for the Diocese of Arlington (Virginia, USA), pp. 3-4. Office of Vocations, 200 North Glebe Road • Suite 901, Arlington, VA 22203. Copyright 2005. ] 

The Applicants have their own notions, ideas, and impressions of what Priesthood and Seminary Formation is. Thus, it is also good for the Formators and the Applicants to clarify and to check these during the search-in.

Please answer all questions honestly and truthfully. 

1. Do I really want to live the life of a priest, or am I being pressured by someone or something? Does this life appeal to something in my own heart?

2. Why does this life attract me? What am I really looking for? Am I seeking to get something for myself, or do I really want to give of myself in service to God and to others?

3. Am I in reasonably good physical health?

4. What about my mental and emotional stability? Can I cope with stress reasonably well, or am I often restless, tense, or struggling with my moods?

5. How important to me is the intimacy and companionship of women? Have I considered marriage as a possible vocation?

6. How well do I get along with other people? Am I basically at ease with them or do I feel threatened much of the time? Can I work together in a group without demanding my own way?

7. Can I stand alone if I have to? Am I overly dependent on others? Do I tend to just ‘go along with the crowd’ in order to fit in?

8. Do I have an affinity for prayer? Am I willing to work seriously at developing a solid spiritual life, a life centered on God and radiating out in service to His people? 

9. Do I honestly desire to be a priest or am I really seeking security, the prestige of the priesthood, or for some other non-valid reason?

10. Am I fully aware of the difference between a ‘vocation’ and a ‘career’ or ‘profession’? Vocation is the Lord’s call to a particular state of life. Career or profession is merely one aspect of how one lives out their vocation.

11. How is your relationship with your parents and siblings? How do you describe your family?

Questions Regarding Academics
These should evaluate the applicant’s intellectual capacity and also the willingness to learn.

1. How are your studies, your performance at school?

2. Any Achievements / Awards / Honors?

3. What are your struggles regarding your studies / academics?

4. How are your study habits?

5. Do you think you can cope up with academic demands of the seminary formation? (Indicate some subjects or requirements in the academic formation) 
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